
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 19 March 2009] 

 p2199c-2199c 
Mr Peter Watson 

 [1] 

GRAEME DREW � AUSTRALIAN LOCAL HERO AWARD 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.56 pm]: On 14 September 2003, 15-year-old Nathan Drew was washed off 
the rocks at Salmon Holes in Albany and carried out to sea by a rip during an afternoon fishing trip. While 
searching for Nathan, his uncle Graeme Drew created a system to help identify where the tides had most likely 
taken him. It involved a rope, a tyre and three fishing floats. Eight days after Nathan went missing, Graeme 
found the body of his nephew within the search area, less than one kilometre from Salmon Holes. This year, 
Graeme Drew was named Australian Local Hero by the Prime Minister. Graeme, a fisherman from Bremer Bay, 
along with other people close to Nathan, moved swiftly after the tragedy to establish the Nathan Drew Memorial 
Trust. The trust continues to improve signage at dangerous fishing holes throughout the great southern. Graeme 
and other trust members visit schools in the great southern and conduct sessions on ocean safety and safe fishing 
practices. It will never be known just how many lives these lessons may have saved. The trust hopes to develop 
an educational water concept package consisting of a DVD covering all aspects of water safety. The flotation 
device that assisted back in 2003 is now known as the silent sentry. It is a canister bolted to rocks, with three ball 
floats inside, attached to ropes. Upon removal of the floats, a transmission is sent to a local security agency with 
24/7 monitoring and an emergency response is activated. Graeme has always made himself, his boat and his 
equipment available to assist with searches for people missing at sea. Last year he assisted the family of a 22-
year-old Canadian student. Graeme believes that his award is a win for the whole great southern. I believe that 
the great southern is the real winner. People like Graeme and other members of the Nathan Drew Memorial Trust 
continually look for ways to keep us safe. 
 


